.
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cervitwde, 1 this be admissible, there is no

leet of Mexico to pay a sum of money stip-

limitation to the right, and the prineiple, if ! ulated for by treaty ; and that, under some

carried out, would authorise Congress to
reserve toitselfall the powers of legisla-
tion for the new Siates, orsoto [ttter it with
vestrictions. as w lezve to them the mere
shawo,

The apreacticability of enforcing such a
vestriction in opposition to the interest and
wishes ol the eitizens, i1s a strong, if not a
conclusive argnment against the soundness
nl coprectness of the priociple. It Indi-
i, o anyother of'the States on which the
restriciion has been imposed, determined o
throw it efl’ and introduce slavery, by what
means waull the
At ariny would find nothing to war against,
atd a Jaw in violution 1o the constitutional
vights ol thie people and opposed 1o their
wishes and interest, would be, and must
nevessarily prove wholly inoperative.

The question is one of interest to us
mainly as it afleets the balance of power in
ths Goverminent of the United States, that
is even now aguinst us and the slaveholding
States owe it o themselves and to posterity
to resist its inerense by any possible means,
s open, undisguised and unconstitution-
il oppression on the States hereafier to be
admitted imo the Union, amd as destructive
uithat balanee of political power s necessa-
rv in a country like this to the healthiul
(I.Eu rutions of the government,

The Missouri Question  agitated  this
Union thronghout its whole extent, an:l it
wits hoped  that the principle on which it
was compromised had put it to rest forever.
i3t the non-slave-holding States as if iinpa-
tient for the strife, and eager for the contest

I . . . . . !
recardless of their constitutional obligations |

and the compromise solemnly entered into,
azain revive it in the form ol the Wilmot
’roviso.  But it has again been quicted by
ihe rejeetion of the proviso by the Scenate of
the United States, It furnishes pregnent
evidence, however, that they will never
cofler any occasion to escape which will
aflord an epportunity of lighting  up this
fire-hrand.

The interests and sympathies of the
siave-holiling States are in uni-on, and they
reqaire notlhing but - firmuess, concert of

meisives, and unity  of action, to commaund i

tespecet for their rights. It requires no
spivitof propheey to foretel that sooner or
fter we shall have to meet and finally de-
cide this question, and we ought to prepare
for it.

I earucstly vecommend to your conside-
ration the principles of the resolutions of the
Lewisiature of Virginia. as a correct exposi-
tion ol our rights, and as pointing out the
praper principle oi action.

Connected with this subject, is another
ofdeep interest to the slave-holding States,
particularly the border States—but the evil
i felt throughout them all. T mean the
protection given to our fugitive slaves in
soine places, as in Pennsylvania, under the
color ol law, and almost every where in the
non-slavc-holding States by a thoughtless,
reelkless fanaticizm, which wields a power
greater even than the law—and is extended
also to those that have been seduced or

stolen from us, and to the seducer and thief, |

I am not aware of any means by which we
can protect the individual rights of our citi-
zens aguinst the lawless comibination of the
citizens of another State, but our Statues
malkes it a feleny o inveigle, steal and car-
ry away any slave from his owner, and if
one oflend against these laws and fly o
another Siate, we have under the Counstitu-
tion of the United States, richt to demand of

the Ixecutive of the State in which he has |

taken refuge, his arvestand delivery.  'I'he
right has been denied in some instances,
and in others the culprits have been even
more securely proctected by the power 10
which I have before referred. T'he laws
are impotent and direet force is prohibited
by the Constitution.  Is there no remedy?
[t may be inefleetual, but I submit to your
consideration, whether a liberal inerease of
the contingent funl to be disbursed by the
fixecutive in such & way as he thinks fit to
bring these offenders to justice, would not
be advisable.

I transmit, herewith, at the request of the
Tiegislature of Missouri, certain Resolutions
of'that body, by which their Senators and
Representatives in Congress are requested
to use their best exertions to procure a mo-
dification ofthe laws and regulations of the
Army, by which the officers and soldiers
may be put on a footing of equality.

I subinit also herewith, a communieation
from Count Schoisuel, the Consul of France
for Soath Carolina, &e., on the subject of
the claims of the Legionaries of Luxemburg
against the State, for services rendered du-
ring the war of the Revolution, which has
for its object, with a view to the settlement
of that long standing claim, the payment of
the money to the French Government, on
its guaranty against all future claims from
the Legionaries and their heirs, and I re-
commend it to your special consideration.

I shall have occasion at a future day, to
bring 1o your notice several matters of a lo-
cal nature. The most important of which
relates to the Rail Roads which have been
projected in the State—there are also other
matters, the facts connected with which
have not been put in my possession.

DIEXICO.

_ The war with Mexico is of deep and ex-
ciling inlerest to every portion of the United
States, und South Carolina participates
largely in it. TIn it; commencement, the os-
tensible object was to repel the intrusion of
the Mexican army into the territory ac-
quired by the admission of Texas into the
Union. Since then, othercatuses have been
relied on as a justification for pushing the
war into the heart of the Mexican country,
the most prominent of which was the neg-

Ciovernment enlorce it? |

circumstances, would, acccrding to the

laws of nations, have been a justifinble
icause of war, us when having the means
| i State pertinaciously refused to pay an ac-
| knowledged demand, but in the condition
| thut Mexico then was, torn to picees by do-
fmestic dissension aml strife; subject to fre-
{ quent revolutions, the people of the United |
| States wonld never have c¢o sented to have
i made that alone the cause of war against a
,sister Republie. We must then loolk back
“to the intrusion upon our territory as a jus-
{ tifieation.

If an encmy assail us, we are justilied
by the laws of nature, and of nations, not |
only torepel ity but so to disarn him, or to |
{put him wto o condition {rom which we
; might reasonably suppose lie would cease
(1o annoy us.  lexas, standing alune, had
driven Mexico out of the licld, and actual
war between them had long ceased, aud al- |
ter the lessons which shie had been so se- |
{ verely taught at Resaen de Ia Palina, Pa-
o Alto, and Matamoras, it can hardly be |
| supposed that she would have been eager
again to try her strength with the arms of |
the United States, and the honor and inte- |
rest of the country would have been vindi- |
cated, hy arresting the war then, at least |
tuntily in her Olly and madoess, she should
renew the contest. ‘T'o feonquer a peace,”
the war has been carricd into the heart ol

fand  treasure.  Tler armies have been
pswept belore us like grass before the reap- |
ter's seythe.  ller seaports, many of her '
| eities, and Ler great capital are in our pos-
session, and  yet there is no peace. We
! have tendered to her overtures intended as
| pacific, which have been indignantly re-
Jected, and the nation driven to degperation |
i3 #s one man armed against us. When |
pind how is this peace to be conquered?
i [T by the conquest and pennanent occupa- |
{ tion of the conutry, itis worthy of the grave
and solemn consideration of the people of |
fthe United States whether the fee simple s |
worth in dellirs and cents, the cost of the |
conquesi.  Suppose it conquered, the di-
{ versity in our language and religion would !
be an mseparable obstacle to their cordial |
" amalgation with us, and until their remem. |
| hrance of what they at least wiil assume to !
i he the wrongs we have done them, shall

have passed away, a large army will be
l necessary to keep them in subjection.— |
| Apart from these difficulties, what benefit
fare we to derive from the conquest? A
| communication between our North-Wes- |
! tern possessions and the Pacific Ocean is
lcertainly very desirable, but beyond this, !
. we have already territory enough to satisfy |
Ithe demands of our population for many
| gencrations to come—none is hardly de-
[ sirable, as we are already cavilling amongst
ourselves about the spoils of the anticipa-
'ted victory which may lead to a contest
. more disastrous than the war itsclf. It be-
| comes then a question of serious import and
. great delicacy, to determine what course, |
in this juncture, the Governmentof the U.
States ought to pursue. It ought not, and |
[ trust will not, do any act calculated to
comprouit its intevesi, honor, or dignity—
but its object and end, in the prosecution
of this war, if there be any other than the
attainment of honorable peace, is yet shut
up in the closet, and I trust I shall not be
deemed impertinent in making some sug-
gestions in relation to it.  The enemy has
ilready been severely chastised for her ag-
gressions upon us, our arms have met with
no reverses, hut have trinmphed in many
a bloody field, always agaminst fearful odds |
in numbers, We are in possession of her
seaports, and [ venture to sugrest, as  wor-
thy of consideration, whether we should in-
cur any odium. and whether we should not
consnlt our interest and dignity by with-
drawing our avmy from the interior of the
country, and throwing around a line of
circumyvellation which would cut her off’
fron all communication with the rest of the
world—is not as well calculated to produce
what ought to be the desired result, as lay-
ing waste the country with the sword, and
at a less expense of blood and treasure.

I have ventured these remaks, in the be-
lisf that you will receive them ascoming
from one having no feelings or aspiration
inconsistent with the interest and glory of
the American people, and with the knowl-
edge that you have no immediate power
over the subject, or that you would feel any
disposition improperly to interfere with the
legitimate powers of the General Govern-
ment in the prosecution of the war, but that
your voice 4s entitled to be heard and must
catrmand respect, if you think proper to |
give it utterance.

[ cannot disiniss the subject of this war
without some notice of our own Palmetto
Regiment—made up of some of the hest
blood and choicest spirits of the State.—
They have won for themselves, our com.
mon country, and their native State, a
measure of renown unsurpassed by any
army in any age or country. A bright
page is reserved for them in the history of
this war, and when the battles of Contreras,
Churubusco, and Chapultepec shall be re-
viewed by afier ages, they wiil be found to
compare with the most brilliant achieve-
ments of ancient or modern times. The
small remnent that remains of this gallant
Regiment is melancholy proof ot their
courage and devotion. ‘I'he eplendor of its
triumphs is reflected hack on the State, and
she will not forget that it imposesobligations
which she cannot forego. T'he widows and
children of the fallen ought not to be thrown
offto depend on the cautious and measured
charity of the General Government. Let
them be our peculiar care. Nursed and

cand  protector

'ABBEVILLE C.

{the country at an inunense cost of blood | =777

~and may he expeeied soon,

[ties of kindred and common sympathy, they

will be exempted from the chillsand blight-
ing influecnce of dependence on strangers,
I can summon to the aid of this suggestion
no greater or more imposing influenee than
the seatiment expressed by Bridadier Gene-
ral Shiclds, in a letter to me, announcing
the fall of the lamented Colonel Pierce M.
Butler at the batte of Churubuseo, and ap-
plying the principal to the funilies ol all

' wha have fallen in this contest.  1a speak-

ng of him, he remarks, © permit me, Sir,
to suy in conclusion, that [ trust the gallant

{ State, upon which his death has shed sueh

lustre, will supply the place of guardian

to his widowed family.”
DAVID JOHNSON.

Columbia, Nov. 23, 1817

T
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II., S. C.:

Wednesday, Dee. S, 1847,

The Gallant Dead. -

We learn from an autheutic source that
the remains of Col. Butler, Its. Moragne,
Stewart and Adams, are on their way home
We trust thal
the fricnds of Lis. Moragne and Stewart
will give notice at what time the remains
will reach the Distriet, so suituble honors
can be paid them,

Lt. W. C. Moragne.

The friends of Lt. W. C. Moragne will
be gratified to learn from a letter received
in this place by the last mail from New Or-
leans, thathe is fast recovering his health
and will sooi®¥rrive in the District.

EFrom Mexico.
We have by the last mail received seve-

ral letters [rom [riends in Mexice, but as '
the subject matter has heen anticpated by !

publication of the same in our own and
other papers, we shall only give a few ex-
tracts of them in our next. The letters
which will be found in another column of
this paper, have heen kindly furnish :d us,
one by Dr. J. P. Barrett, which is from
Captain Marshall, and th
Ilodges, from his son, who was left in

¢ other by General

. the hospital at PPuebla, both will be read

with interest by those who have friends in

the army.
The friends of Captain Samuel McGowan

will be pleased also to learn that he was

i in good health at the latest dates.

From Columbin.

By a letter from a friend in Columbia,
we learn that on the 4th inst both Houses
went into an election for Chancellor, to fill
the vacancy occasioned by the death of
Chancellor Harper. There were three bal-
lotings, and no Candidate having received a
majority, no choice was made. ‘I'he follow-
ling is the result:

Dargan, - - - - . - 47 57 69
Memminger, - - - - - 38 46 48
Wardlaw, - . . - . 927 21
Dessausure, - - - - - 28 22
Patterson, - - - - . - 18 G

Nothing of much importance has been
done yet in the Legislature and there seeins
to be a disposition not to do much this ses.
sion. We intended to give a synopsis of
the praceedings up to the latest dates, but
deemingthe letters from our [riends iniVMexico
of greater interest, we have given them to
the exclusion of other matters-

f:_‘Lct

ters from our Veolunteers.
NarroNvar Pavace, Mexico., i
261h October, 1847.

My Dear Sur :—While in Puebla I wrote
you a letter 1n which I attempted to give
you a description of the country from Vera
Cruz to that place, ad well as my opinion of
the people we are at war with, physically
and morally, but I fear you will not receive
that letter, as all communication had in a
great measure ceased with the coast.

I now write to you from the National Pa-
lace of Mexico, with onc of the windows of
my room opening upon the fur famed Bota-
1ic Garden of Mexico, which by the by is
nothing but a humbug, for there is nothing
m it, but what I have seen before, with the
exception of a tree, which the Mexicans say
was planted by Montezuma himself, and
that there is none other in the world like
it. The Americans now about 8,000 strong
are actually revelling in the Halls of the
Montezumas—It would require adozen pa-
ges for me to tell you by what means the
American Army is now in quiet possession
ofthe capital, to te]l you how much ourlittle
army has suffered since we entered the Val-

ley of Mexico, to tell you how much, (I can
say without vanity) our own Regiment has

sustained by those bound to them by the

poured out upon the altars of their country

®  shower of hail.
0 | Mattison was shot dead by my sile, and

|, yea ! for the honor and glory of our beloved
lSlule; life’s lust drop of blood-—Dbut ol of
| this y
pu
{ rately described, than my {eble pen ean do.
IT must however be allowed to say some-

}lhing about the part performed by the Pal-

metto Regiment, as well as the part my
Company performed with that Regiment.
Julore procecding 1o give you an account
M the last battles that has been tought in
i the Valley of Mexico and the part performed

10

[ by our regiment ; 1 feel it wy duty, though
Cpainful as it 1s,—to inform yon that Edward
 Watson is no more. | had him decently bur-
i ied by the side of Lit. Stewart, who died oh
|
Lillness of six weeks.
! disease—thus has fallen two as gallant spi-
[rits as [ had m my Campany.

| In turning from this mournful subject, 1
will not carry you back to the hattles of
Coutreras and Churubuseo, but will speak
of the battles of Chapultepee and the Gar-
ita,

On the 10th  September a Volunteer-
Storming-Party was called for, from our Re-
gunent o conxist of srven men,  “U'lis par-
iy was nothing but a forlorn
i whose duty was to go ahead, plant ludders,
scale furtilications, and drive the enemy rom
the cannon. It scemed from this duty, that
nothing but inevitable deauth awaited each
man. ‘Thoe Regiment was assembled, and
the call made, Richard  Walson
shouldered his musket, and was the fiest
man to tender his services,—Illerd Simp-

e dicd of the saime

and

i
;Lhuw wis a pause for some minntes until
} Stanford of Columbin eame out.  Ilere the
| volunteering stopped for some time, until

innlly 2 man fiem Company K came out,
and the others had to be detailed. I felt
proud that my Compauy lurnished three out

who they were.  ‘This party was put under
the cammand of Capt. Reynolds of the mar-
ines  with some thirty others. On the
morning of the glorious yet bloody 13th we
were aroused by the call * 1o You
could see written on every man’s counten-

arms.”

ance a fixed determination, that scemed to
say “Victory or death;” for every mimn
lknew what had to be done, and that nothing
but unflinching courage could accomplish
‘Uhe order for the march was
given at 8 o'clock A. M anl we took the
road that lead from Tacubaya to the city—
this road ran by the pass of Chapultepec
aund here it branched, the right te the Gan-
ta Belen and the left by St. Cosme within

the object.

pec was a masked battery, which had to be
carried by the storming party, supported by
the Light Bautalion and Rifles. When
within three hundred yards of this battery
the enemy opencd a dreadful fire of grape
and cannister upon us both from this fort
and the Castle upon Chapultepee, saying no-
thingabout the balls froin ten thonsand mus-
lets, all of which fell amongst us like a
Here 1t was that Sergeant

with him fell one of the most eflicient and
!gn!lant non-commissioned officers in the
Regiment. We received orders in a few
minutes to take a wall at the foot of Chapul-
tepec, in rear of which was stationed some
three thousand Mexicans pouring into our
ranks a dreadiul fire. 'We no sooner receiv-
ed the order than gvith a shout, we charged
across a plain that was intersected with
some half dozen ditches with from three to
five feet water—this however was no impe-
diment, we would plonge into them and
then scramble out on the other side, and so
on untilwe reached the wall. A great many
of our regiment wus killed and wounded in
this charge, for so thick fell the grape and
cannister, that death seemed to await euch
man; nothing but the vigorous charge
we made saved us; for when we arrived
near the wall the enemy began to give way
and by the time we effected a breach and
commenced charging through,the Mexicans
were retreating in the wildest confusion.—
We then commenced charging up the hill,
driving the enemy before us, who, we evi-
dently saw were panic stricken, whilst Gen.
Pillow’s Division came in on the opposite
side,

The Voltigeurs were the first to enter and
our Regiment second as well as our
flag wag the ﬁ to float from the ancient
Halls of the Montezumas.

In the mean time the storming party with
the Light Battalion rushed on and in five
minutes took the masked battery. Here it
was that Richard was shot down while gal-

lantly rushing on with his comrades, and
continued to fire upon the enemy until the

rou will have long since scen in the |
blic Journals, more eloguently and acen-

[the 28th of last month, after a protrncted

Liope, |

| kins was the next, Jas. A. Norwood of my
| Company was the next, John Patrick also
of my Company was the fourth, and here

of seven, and more especially when [ saw

one hundred yards of the pass of Chapulte- !

ot was taken L oam told by the oflicer

who commanded him, that he signally dis-

tinguished himsel! for his cooluess and self-
possession, during the hotest part of the bat-
tle. IHere also fell Jno. Patrick while
mounting a ladder to scale the fort—a gal-
Lant death he died upen the ramparts ot the

encemy.  Norwood and Simpking, whowere

Din the thickest, bore themselves gallantly
throughout the whole strugele, and came
ofl nulinvt—the remaining four being Izl
lod and wounded.

* Alwr remaining in the Castle about half
an hour, we marched down to the base  of
the hill where Gen, Quiitman, had halied

[ the ether portion of his division, to rest

while he would make a disposition of all

* his forees for the intended attack upon the

Garita.  In  this disposition, we expeeted

i to fall back to our proper position, which

! wag the centre of the Division ; but noj it
scemed that we were destined to be put a-
guin in a position to win [resh taurels, but

at great expense of blood and life,

We were placed in frout of the whole di-
vision, with four Companies of Rifles with
u We proceeded on towards the Gar-
ita protecting ourselves as much as possible
(vom the fire of the enemy, by the arches of
“the aquaduct, which by the by was no pro-

tection at all, “When within ene hundred
yards of the Gearita, the order was given to

" c¢ha rae and as usual, we charged with a

Cyell, under afire that mowed us down like
hay, and when we arrived at the breast-

Sworks some fow devils kept shouting until

=,

we commencad sealing the works, and then
it wonlil have done you gool to see us in
our turn give them our fire. It appeared
for ten minutes that not a bull was lost, as
they 1ell like sheep.  T'he Palmetto Ban-
ner wasthe fiest 1o be planted on the ene.
Cies works, and I am proud ta say, was the
| first Ameriean Flag that was planted with.
in the city, and Company E has the honor
of being the fivst Company that formed un,

der that Flag in the eharge upon the Gari-
ti.

[From this point the enemy retreated to
the eitadel, which was siruated about three
hundred yards, and here they concentrated
tall their heavy artllery, aml the best troops
o they could comnand—as svon as we com-
i pletely possessed oursclves of the garita, tho
enemy copened upon us with their aztillery,
and musketry, prelering long taw, to hold-
ing their fire until they can see the white of
Our Regiment was or-
dered forward to drive the enemy [rom the

e
g W

the cnemics eye.

arches of the aqueduct, while executing this
movement, the enem; redoubled their fige
of grape and canister which was very de-
structive—TIIere we suffered more than in
any previous engagement—-Lieutenant
John B. Moragne fell close by me witha
! musket ball through his breast, and as soon
; as he struck the ground a cannon ball tore
i ofl his head—TI have lost much in his death,
i for he was not enly a gallant but efficient
| officer, never swearving once from duty.
| Here also fell Willian B. Devlin with a
llmll throngh his head, he was one of my

best soldier’s; and has suffered more to.serve

his country than any men would have dong
; under the circumstance. Here also fell
| some as gallant spirits as ever were in the
| Edgeficld company,—Sergeant Blocker fell
"while gallanily leading hiscompany,thecan- .
i non ball that killed him, killed three others,
. This company has suffered much in the
i battles, and deserve well the name of the
| “06" Boys, I regret cxceedingly that Capt.
I Brooks could not have survived the wound
! he received at Churnbuseo, he there won
| for himself imperishable honors for his cool-
ness and gallantry during the hotest of the
engagement. We continued to hold this
position until Captain Dirum ceased firing,
on account of his fuses having given out
! General Quitman saw if we remained in
| this position, we would be destroyed, and
ordered us to fall bick an‘ioccupy the enc-
mies works—while falling back Major
Gladden received a wound in his thigh,
which disabled him, the commandofthe Re-
giment fell upon my shoulders, I was at one
time ordered by General Quitman to occu-
py some arches; again towards the close
of evening I was ordered to defend the
breast works, we remained in this position un-
til night stopped the firing on both sides.

During this engagement the Pennsylva-
nia Marinesand New Yorkers never to my
knowledge crossed the Garita, and not
more than one in twenty were injured.

The night was oceupied in throwing up
breast works, and mounting cannon, and
when day light came, we expected the ene-
my to open upon ug with their artillery, but
instead of this, profound silence reigned at
the citadel, not a soul was to be seen. ' In
a few moments a white flag was seen to is-
suo from the citadel supported by a couple of




